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STATEMENT OF SURFAID INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA LIMITED’S
GOALS OR PURPOSES

Our Mission

The mission of SurfAid International Australia Limited, a non-profit humanitarian organisation, is to
improve the health, wellbeing and self-reliance of people living in isolated regions connected to us
through surfing.

SUMMARY OF OVERALL PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AND NAMES

SURFAID INTERNATIONAL AUSTRALIA LIMITED (“SurfAid”) www.surfaid.org

Surf Aid implements health and nutrition programs, including water and sanitation projects, and
disaster preparedness and emergency relief in the Mentawai and Nias islands; an archipelago off the
western coast of Sumatra, Indonesia. This is a culturally and geographically isolated region where
nutrition is generally poor and the people suffer from a high prevalence of treatable and preventable
diseases. The infant mortality rate for children under five in the Mentawai Islands is approximately one
per 10 live births.

BACKGROUND

Founded in 2000 by a small volunteer group of surfers in New Zealand, SurfAid has grown into a
unique organisation that is fully international and has strong support in Australia, New Zealand and the
United States.

The growth of SurfAid has been strongly influenced by natural disasters. Prior to the 2004 Asian
Tsunami, SurfAid’s resources were limited and focused on a malaria control program. As the only
frontline humanitarian organisation operating in the region at the time of the tsunami, SurfAid mounted
an emergency response that was largely funded by the Australian and New Zealand Governments,
and the surfing industry. SurfAid was also at the frontline of the Nias earthquake three months later in
2005.

Following the success of those responses, SurfAid broadened its program and continues to respond to
natural disasters, the most recent being the October 2010 earthquake and tsunami in the Mentawai
Islands.



